
 

Columbia Gorge CWMA General Meeting Minutes 

1:00-3:00pm 
10/28/2014 

OSU Extension Office 
2990 Experiment Station Drive 

Hood River 97031 

 

Administrative Updates 
 

 Introduction of Sarah Hamilton, New CWMA Coordinator 

 Calendar is available.  General meetings will be held 4x a year instead of 2x. 

 MOU has been sent out and needs signatures 

o Vern informs the attendees that the MOU is not a legally binding document, but is more 

compared to a handshake.  It is an agreement to cooperate without promises or legal 

retribution.  It has been vetted by lawyers for the BLM, USFS, US Corps of Engineers, 

Port of Siuslaw, Port of Portland and the City of Astoria.   

 Emily: The current MOU is expiring at the end of the year, so it must be updated now.  

 Sam says the Current MOU references the Management Plan which is being updated.  A survey 

will be released very soon to capture operations of the CWMA members, update the 

management plan, and dictate the focus and activities of the new Coordinator.  

o Lucas: The survey will help to direct the activities of the CWMA.  Keep your eyes out for 

it. 

 Steering Committee has been working on getting the coordinator up and running, and lining up 

the work that needs done. 

Field Day Planning 

 Emily: Other CWMAs have been doing Field Day programs where members look at project sites 

of others, share information and strategies, and network.  CGCWMA would like to put one 

together.  Opened discussion to group about what to see and do for the field day.   



o Lucas says 4 County CWMA Field day is a great way to share new ideas.  They meet at a 

different area each year. Does anybody have sites they want to share? 

o Vern suggests that the field day is great for networking and for exchanging approaches 

and ideas that might otherwise not get shared. Also suggests getting herbicide credits 

lined up early. 

o Sam says there may be logistical issues, because the Gorge is a large and diverse area.  

Suggests forming a core group to plan the field day. Calls for volunteers: 

 Linda Cartwright and John Cowan will help with that. 

 Sarah will see about getting credits for it in both states.  

 Contact John and Linda and Jeanette to help or offer sites 

 Sarah will start planning email.  

 Sam suggests moving it around so it doesn't land on anyone too much. 

 Lucas and Jordan suggest visiting Hood River area. 

 Jeanette: There are several great sites at White Salmon that could be 

visited in 1 day.      

 Group agrees on White Salmon as a destination 

 Sarah will start the email chain to plan for it. 

 July 28 is the field day, and it replaces the general meeting 

 

OSWB Grant Proposal December Due Date Discussion 
 Jordan said in the past we thought about applying for this. If we want to apply for this we should 

do it now. However, during steering committee meeting we discussed getting funding for 

coordinator position instead of a project. If there are particular projects the CWMA has in mind 

that would be a good group effort we could apply.   The only such project so far was the EDRR 

project: Boot brushes, education classes, surveys in the gorge for 5 weeds, and gathering 

historic information for the weed database. 

o Sam: Current funding for coordinator position is by grant from Cascade Pacific. During 

the Steering Committee we discussed broadening funding source and asking members 

for donations.   

o As time goes on we will hopefully secure funding for the position and be able to flesh 

out a project.  

o Vern: BLM funding was happy coincidence but should not be expected in the future.  

o Heidi says there will be more money next year, but not as much as this year. 

o Jordan says it is a great deal to get what Sarah provides for just 10,000. 

o Vern says if BLM sees a grassroots interest in funding the position it goes a long way 

toward proving partnership and encourages them to contribute more money in the 

future. 

 John says the grant sounds like a great idea since there is momentum right now.  Jordan: it 

might be better to aim for a grant that is not Oregon-specific, and it may be easier to go for a 

grant next year after funding for the position has been secured. 



 Beth: if you don't have a great project already it would be best to wait for next year. They are 

competitive. 

 Group agrees it will be best to pass on the grant this year. However, if anyone in Oregon needs a 

grant, the due date is December. 

o Beth says the grant should be specific to water quality enhancement and water 

resources enhancement.  

Pokeweed Nomination for Oregon Watchlist 

 Vern: Glenn Miller says pokeweed was accidentally removed from the watch list.  Folks are 

welcome to nominate it.  

 Beth says it was taken off the list in 2010. Glenn Miller says he wants to look at it again.   

 Beth sent weed nomination forms which will be redistributed by Sarah 

o Form requests observation information etc. 

o There is no timeline or due date for nominations.  It is an ongoing process. 

 Sam asks about nominations on Washington side.  Emily: Counties can nominate something to 

the committee, the committee does background research and puts it forward.  It is ultimately up 

to the state weed board. 

Rush Skeleton Weed at the Port of the Dalles 

 
 Linda- rush skeleton weed was found along the path between Hood River and Mosier. 

The last 3 years has seen a big increase of rush skeletonweed in the area. Linda doesn't see 

anyone doing anything about it. She has been trying to find out who should be dealing with the 

infestation. What is the best way to approach the situation? Draft a letter as the CWMA? Meet 

with an individual? And how would the CWMA like to deal with these situations? 

o Ryan Bessette:  The Dallas has a huge amount of rush skeletonweed and puncture vine. 

The city of the Dallas is paying a contractor to treat the RSW in city limits. They can add 

the port onto the treatment list and see if the city will pay for both. 

 This will be the first path. Linda and Ryan will report back if they need the CWMA to draft a 

letter or take other action. 

 Sam says this is a prime example of projects the CWMA can take on. Send them to Sarah. 

Columbia Gorge Commission Outreach 
 

 Linda Brewer from the Columbia Gorge Commission contacted the CWMA to discuss minimizing 

impacts of recreation. She also wanted the CWMA to do a presentation to the Commission. 

 Group suggested inviting the Commission to the CWMA meetings and conducting some 

outreach 

 

 



Round Table Discussion of Goals  

 

Jordan: We've been trying to get a calendar or work plan developed for Sarah. Does the group have 

ideas of goals for the CWMA or Sarah? 

 John: Can we present a poster at the Interagency Noxious Weed Symposium?  Steering 

committee is on it. 

 Send photos to Sarah for sharing with the group. Send new weeds. Vern reiterates that sharing 

weed info is extremely important. 

 Lucas says Sarah has been sending out emails.  What are others thoughts on those? 

o Most members appreciated the newsletter 

o If there are announcements for the group, send them to Sarah, but for discussions, send 

them to the entire group 

 Sam: Branding and outreach for CWMA is important and may be useful for Sarah's time. He 

would like to see us create outreach materials that are branded for the CWMA with space for 

individual branding by partner organizations. Joining forces to create fliers saves money and 

time. 

o John: It is also important to follow up on refilling outreach materials. 

 Group: Suggestion for CWMA to sponsor workshop 

o Emily suggests class for general public, possibly a weed watchers class.  

 Jordan suggests doing a class as a team and maybe getting more people to come 

out. 

 Vern suggests adding something exciting for gardeners such as wildflowers and 

weeds, or pollinator information. 

o Jordan: Central Oregon master gardener plant sale is very popular. Suggestion to have a 

booth at the sale. 

 NPSO is having plant sale in May. That may be a good outreach opportunity. 

 Jeanette would like to see us reach out to non-technical people in ways that are fun.  Asks if 

anyone has experience with field based events such as hiking or similar events other than 

WeedWatchers. 

 Jordan said reaching out to other groups can be great.  Puncture vine was at 

biking event and there was a lot of interest surrounding it because of that. It 

was a missed opportunity for the CWMA to conduct outreach. 

 Friends of the Gorge has offered hiking series, but Lucas says it’s hard to get 

involved with them 

 Emily says a hiker at Rowena saw and was interested in the boot brush and 

made a video about it. 

 Linda has worked with back country horseman and they've been great. 

 Group suggestion to do training with the Pacific Crest Trail Association. Instead 

of having an individual training workshop, have a weed training section built in 

to other workshops. 



 John suggests staffing table at county fair. The fair has a built in crowd. 

 Lucas suggests yard and garden shows.  If members see events they think the CWMA should 

participate in, let Sarah know.  Keep it in mind. 

Observation From the Field 

 Goutweed, is spreading around forests. Jordan says there is a lot of bishops weed competing 

with garlic mustard. Please let Sarah know if you have observations. 

 Jordan had policemens helmet show up in Hood River.  

o Sam: There is a lot of it along the Sandy. 

 Emily: Multiflora rose is on the monitor list, and is widespread. It is a dominant understory plant 

in eastern US. May be a plant to know.  

 Emily: Corn is showing up road-side.  

 John asks if pokeweed is found in gorge.   

o Jordan says it's everywhere. Sam says impacts in urban areas is minimal, but it has 

potential for negative impact if it is growing in riparian areas.  

 Arum italicum discussion: the only effective way to deal is by pouring boiling water on the 

corms.  Remove seed heads and prevent dispersal is all you can do.  New Zealand hasn't had any 

progress after years of trial and research.  

 Arundo Donax: Vern PGE is growing acres of Arundo. They have invested heavily to make sure 

there are no escapees.  It is viable biofuel. Plant grows 15-20 ft tall. Vern thinks it was a phase 

that will probably not prove financially feasible. 

Other Announcements 
 

 Vern: thanks to title 2 grant, WIN was able to buy pocket I'd guides for weeds. Help yourself 

and distribute them as you are able. 

 Beth is getting WeedMapper program up and running.  2013 field data is going to be 

displayed.  It is time to start collecting 2014data.  If you use IMAP it will share with 

WeedMapper, or you can directly share with WeedMapper. 

 ODA is trying to start gathering info about what CWMAs might be doing or thinking about 

gravel certification. Gravel is not an ag. commodity, so ODA inspectors can't certify. But ODA 

can hold training for county employees who can then offer certification.    

Shawna would be a good person to contact for info or to share ideas. 

o Sam suggests training for weed free forage at the same time. 

o One problem: most of the gravel pits are not weed free.  

o Beth: the most important part will be getting providers trained and on board. 

Future Agenda Items  
 Beth will talk about flowering rush. 

 


