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A  M E S S A G E  F R O M  O U R  C H A I R S   

As year two of the pandemic rolled out, the Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management Area 

(CWMA) continued to be a stable entity that partners had come to rely on over the years. Members sustained 

strong support for each other, and the CWMA mission of a collaborative effort persisted despite the challenges 

of an ever-changing world. Virtual meetings and events allowed the CWMA to continue sharing knowledge with 

our long-time partners but also facilitated participation beyond our borders. The highlight of the year occurred 

when the CWMA hosted its 10th annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop and more than doubled the 

average attendance for the popular event. Members of the planning team took advantage of the virtual setting 

and included presentations from across the country, formulating fresh content for attendees. As we have come 

to expect, CWMA partners showed resilience in the face of adversity and made 2021 one of the best years 

yet.   

Another way the CWMA provides support is through fostering connections between partners. When 

attending a CWMA meeting you may hear someone mention crucial information about a project or region that 

can strengthen your own work. You can then follow up with them after the meeting. A meeting of the CWMA 

can also provide the opportunity to connect with that partner you have been trying to reach for months in order 

to move your project forward. These relationships are what the CWMA strives to create and promote. And we 

aim to continue to assist you in making these connections even as more of our work gets pushed further into the 

virtual realm.  

Thanks for helping the CWMA have another terrific year! The accomplishments reflected in this annual 

report highlight the great work of our committees, a synopsis of our well attended annual conference, a financial 

update, and some amazing projects that emphasize the collaboration between our members. Please join us in 

2022 to continue the superb work being conducted in the Columbia River Gorge and help us strengthen our 

efforts as we continue to adapt to the changing times.  

 

Sincerely, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Angie Kimpo 
Vegetation Stewardship Program Manager 
City of Portland—Portland Water Bureau 
Columbia Gorge CWMA Co-Chair 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Emily Stevenson 
Program Coordinator 
Skamania County Noxious Weed Control Program 
Columbia Gorge CWMA Interim Co-Chair
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Columbia Gorge  
Cooperative Weed Management Area 
A N N U A L  R E P O R T  

Who Are We 

The Columbia Gorge Cooperative Weed Management Area (CWMA) exists to create and support collaborative 

weed management among land managers and practitioners within the Columbia River Gorge. Invasive plants 

extend across multiple ownerships and move around the landscape, making collaboration and partnerships 

essential for effective management. The Columbia Gorge CWMA promotes weed education and outreach, 

weed inventory and prevention, and weed control activities. The intention of the Columbia Gorge CWMA is to 

foster partnerships amongst local organizations to enhance available resources and help maximize efficiency 

and effectiveness of noxious weed management, regardless of political boundaries. 

OUR MEMBERS 

• Bureau of Land Management—Northwest Oregon District 

• Cascade Pacific Resource Conservation & Development 

• Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District 

• Clark County Public Works 

• City of Portland—Portland Water Bureau 

• Columbia Land Trust 

• East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District 

• Friends of the Columbia Gorge 

• Hood River Soil and Water Conservation District 

• Klickitat County Noxious Weed Control Board 

• Oregon Department of Agriculture—Noxious Weed Control 
Program 

• Oregon State Parks—Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department 

• Sandy River Watershed Council 

• Skamania County Noxious Weed Control Program 

• The Nature Conservancy 

• Underwood Conservation District 

• US Army Corps of Engineers 

• US Forest Service—Columbia River Gorge National Scenic Area 

• US Forest Service—Mt. Hood National Forest  

• US Forest Service—Gifford Pinchot National Forest 

• USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service—Multnomah County and Clackamas County 

• Wasco County Soil and Water Conservation District 

• Washington State Department of Natural Resources 

• Washington State Noxious Weed Control Board 

 

A swallowtail sips nectar from a 
showy milkweed in the Skamania 

County gardens.                           
Photo by: Emily Stevenson 
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FEATURED PARTNER PROJECTS 

Our work would not be possible without our incredible partners!  

Which is why we are highlighting the great, collaborative work our partner organizations have accomplished 

this year. 

Partnerships Rein in Invasives Post Eagle Creek Fire 
By: Chris Aldassy & Jon Wagner 

(East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District) 

 East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District has 

continued our partnerships with the United States Forest Service, 

Oregon State Parks, and numerous private landowners to address 

invasive weeds in the Columbia Gorge. Since the Eagle Creek Fire, we 

and our partners have collaborated to control invasive weeds in high 

priority locations in the burn area to ensure these areas continue to 

regenerate and establish with native plant communities. This work is 

coupled with other regionally strategic invasive species control projects 

such as the work on garlic mustard. 

We began the year with crews maintaining previously treated 

and nearly ubiquitous infestations of English Ivy from just below Crown 

Point to the town of Bridal Veil. Spring is when our EDRR work really 

begins as we tackle shiny 

geranium along hiking trails 

and access points in the scenic 

area, garlic mustard 

everywhere outside our 

containment zone, false brome 

wherever we find it, purple loosestrife near the mouth of McCord Creek, 

scattered knotweed, old man’s beard, goats rue, Impatiens bicolor, and 

spurge laurel. We became aware of a population of Anthriscus sylvestris 

along the Wahkeena Falls Trail and had contractors hand pull it all 

before seed set. As time and funding allow, blackberry and scotch 

broom become targets in the burn area with treatment prioritized to 

remote locations such as the powerline access corridors. Anecdotally, 

some of these species seem to grow and spread even faster than normal 

in the resource rich environment of a post wildfire setting. Some 

populations within the Hatfield Wilderness Area remain untreated due 

to unstable and dangerous working conditions and will give examples 

of how quickly these populations have spread. 

Crews treat wild chervil along 
a trailside. 

The infamous Jon Wagner tackles 
some giant hogweed. 
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Volunteers Steward Through All Seasons 

By: Sarah Skelly (Friends of the Columbia Gorge) 

In the midst of staff transitions at Friends of the Columbia Gorge 

and waves of shifting COVID-19 safety protocols, small groups of 

experienced Friends volunteers have been out in the Gorge keeping 

pace with the invasive weeds that never seem to take pause. Through 

spring and summer and during rain or heat, these volunteers— equipped 

with gloves, tools, sanitizer, and masks—have sustained stewardship 

progress through a year of limited engagement. 

Our volunteer crews have been pulling and planting at a dozen 

sites—from Steigerwald National Wildlife Refuge to the Lyle Cherry 

Orchard—in continued partnership with Oregon Parks and Recreation, 

Washington State Parks, and the U.S. Forest Service in the Columbia 

Gorge. Their dedication has been pivotal in keeping up with the tenacity 

of invasive weeds like herb Robert, teasel, yellow star thistle, and 

Himalayan blackberry on Land 

Trust preserves and public lands. 

At Friends’ Turtle Haven 

Preserve this summer, an 

especially hardy crop of tansy ragwort emerged in western pond turtle 

nesting habitat, and our crew of equally hardy volunteers filled nearly a 

dozen huge garbage bags of tansy flowers.  

On the Oregon side, a hiker climbing up this spring to take photos 

of Upper McCord Creek Falls, above the Historic Highway, may have 

rounded the towering basalt corner to encounter Friends volunteers 

scouring the thick understory, headfirst in thimbleberry and ferns in search 

of those familiar pink herb Robert flowers to remove. 

And this fall, in partnership with the Forest Service and the Center 

for Ecodynamic Restoration, volunteers continue to play a key role in 

supporting lupine meadow and forest restoration along Sams Walker 

Nature Trail, in Skamania County. Autumn stewardship kicked off here 

with the planting of 75 native snowberry bushes in understory previously dominated by Himalayan blackberry. 

Other teams removed approximately 300 feet of wire fencing from our new Cape Horn Preserve, where winter 

visitors include local deer and elk herds. 

So much of the success in preserving Gorge ecosystems and biodiversity depends on returning season 

after season to monitor, remove, and revegetate. Friends’ volunteers truly fill that niche and the work they 

accomplish is an invaluable contribution to Gorge conservation. With updated COVID-19 safety protocols in 

place, Friends expanded volunteer stewardship this fall to include both new and experienced volunteers. 

Volunteers tackle herb Robert along 
the Upper McCord Creek trail.                       

Masked volunteers remove loads of 

invasive tansy ragwort from Friends’ 
Turtle Haven Preserve. 
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Native Plants Take Root with Many Hands 

By: Kate Conley (Columbia Land Trust) 

Last year, Columbia Land Trust and the Hood River 

Watershed Group teamed up to launch a two-year restoration 

project at two wetland and riparian sites along the lower Hood 

River. This year, we completed the project with the help of staff, 

contractors, and volunteers. One site is an off-channel wetland 

dubbed the “River Mile 1 Ponds.” We controlled yellow flag iris 

within the ponds and invasive shrubs such as Himalayan 

blackberry and Scotch broom beside the ponds. Volunteers 

including members of the Great Old Broads for Wilderness 

helped us plant 700 native shrubs to replace those invaders.  

The other site is a riparian wetland area near the 

confluence of Whiskey Creek and the Hood River. We have 

been treating invasives such as reed canarygrass, poison hemlock, Himalayan blackberry, and Canada thistle 

at this site for years leading up to our latest planting efforts. A fun crew of 35 volunteers turned out to finish 

the planting in October of this year, getting 500 more native shrubs in the ground to join the thousands of native 

trees and shrubs we have planted in the vicinity in past years.  

Portland Water Bureau Rare Plant Protection Efforts 
By: Angie Kimpo (Portland Water Bureau) 

Portland Water Bureau Vegetation Stewardship Program and 

contractors have worked every summer to protect rare plants at meadow 

and prairie sites in the Bull Run Watershed (BRWMU).  For the past 10 

years, staff have worked to survey wet prairie and meadow sites mostly 

at high elevations in the BRWMU.  During those surveys, staff and 

contractors have located and removed invasive species such as oxyeye 

daisy (Leucanthemum vulgare), cat’s ear (Hypochaeris radicata) and 

common hawkweed (Hieracium lachenalii).   

All work in this effort has been done without the use of chemicals 

and by hand removal and bagging of flowers.  Near Latourelle Prairie, 

surveys and control have been conducted repeatedly on an area of about 

50 acres for the past ten years.  Cover in heavily infested areas of oxeye 

daisy has reduced from approximately 70% to about 10-15% in some 

areas.  These are areas which contain some of the region’s most uncommon 

plants including bog cranberry (Vaccinium oxycoccos), roundleaf sundew 

(Drosera rotundifolia), and buckbean (Menyanthes trifoliata). 

Sanoe and Kate assist native plants into 
their new home.                                                  

Photo by: Barb Fox Kilgore  

A chocolate lily shows off for 
the camera.                                

Photo by: Angie Kimpo 
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WIN Accomplishments 

By: Troy Abercrombie (Western Invasives Network) 

• Secured funding, constructed and installed 3 

bike/boot cleaning stations w/outreach signage 

o Produced 2 educational videos about 

bike/boot cleaning and trail maintenance 

BMPs 

▪ Keeping it Clean on Sandy Ridge 

▪ Arrive Clean, Leave Clean  

• Secured $17,500 for iMapInvasives 

• Facilitated 4-County CWMA Priority Map hosting 

• Sponsored ArcGIS subscriptions for regional 

CWMAs 

• Converted 4-County CWMA Integrated Weed 

Maintenance Calendar to digital resource 

• Moderator for the 2021 Invasive Species & Exotic Pest Workshop 

• Presented for Portland Parks & Metro, sponsored (1) Oregon Department of Agriculture applicator 

credit 

• Created and distributed outreach newsletters that reached over 20K people in 2021 

CWMA HIGHLIGHTS 

10 th Annual  

Invasive Species & Exotic Pest Workshop 

 We can all agree that COVID-19 put a damper on just about everything it possibly could…including 

our annual symposium, the Invasive Species & Exotic Pest Workshop. 

Instead of postponing the event until it was safe to host it in person, 

our planners quickly pivoted to the virtual side of things, hoping the 

event would go off without a hitch. To our shock, it did, with a couple 

of unexpected surprises along the way.  

Despite this very different take on our signature event, the virtual 

Invasive Species & Exotic Pest Workshop brought in our highest 

attendance ever. We had just over 240 participants ranging from 

various backgrounds, including local, state, and federal governments; 

universities; restoration contractors; urban and rural land managers; 

non-profit organizations; private landowners; and more. Our event is 

directed towards individuals who are interested in learning about 

invasive species management. With little overhead costs, our 

admission fees were free which allowed for more participation due 
Jon Wagner created an epic giant 

hornet illustration for the event poster. 

An educational sign and boot brush at Powell 
Butte Nature Park.                                             

Photo by: Troy Abercrombie 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dDG2Gg2o6bg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SNNRiSmhq6Y
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to no financial burdens. We also offered continuing education credits from Oregon Department of Agriculture 

and Washington State Department of Agriculture for our attendees. 

Since traveling was not needed for the event, we were able to invite speakers from beyond our CWMA 

boundaries. We provided a diverse group of speakers from across the nation who delved into a variety of 

topics surrounding bounties for invasive horticultural plants, an introduction to the giant hornet, environmental 

DNA technology for invasive detection, climate-induced expansions of invasive species, First Foods and their 

sensitive habitats, and more. Our dear friend, Marty Hudson (Klickitat County), delivered his crowd favorite 

Kahoot! quiz and offered prizes for our top 3 winners. As we entered out last presentation of the event, our 

final speaker experienced a plethora of technical issues, but thankfully, we were saved by our back-up speaker, 

Theresa Thom (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service). You will find a full summary and recording of the 2021 Invasive 

Species & Exotic Pest Workshop featured on our website. 

For next year’s event, scheduled for March 3rd, 2022, our Education & Outreach Committee has decided to 

hold a webinar-style conference once again. Our planners are working hard on a great lineup of speakers 

which will be as engaging and informative as you have come to expect from our annual event. 

Boot Brush Kick-Off  Outreach Campaign 

In honor of PlayCleanGo Awareness Week (June 7th-11th), the 

Columbia Gorge CWMA and its partners launched an outreach campaign 

to share the importance of gear cleaning when recreating to minimize the 

spread of invasive species. For 5 consecutive days, we shared some great 

videos, graphics, articles, and photos to educate the public on the various 

prevention methods that should be taken when visiting parks and other 

natural areas. The message travelled well beyond the Columbia Gorge 

region and was shared across many websites, social media accounts, and 

newspaper articles. 

Before we could launch the campaign, we knew that most of the 

boot brush stations in the Columbia Gorge needed attention…and lots of 

it. The CWMA and its partners took inventory of all the boot brushes 

stations in the Gorge to figure out what supplies were needed. The CWMA 

purchased enough anti-graffiti signs, boot brushes, and replacement 

brushes to fix up 40 boot brush stations at trailheads in the Columbia 

Gorge. This effort took lots of coordination and hard work, but the 

prevention measures were well worth it. For more information about boot 

brushes and the Columbia Gorge, please visit our article, Clean Your Boots to Protect the Columbia Gorge. 

We would like to give a special thanks to all our partners for their hard work keeping invasives out of 

the Columbia Gorge. Your work is invaluable!  

Steering Committee 

Our Steering Committee consists of devoted members from our partner organizations, who help direct 

and assist the activities of the CWMA. Tasks aided by our Steering Committee include directing financial and 

grant opportunities, facilitating meetings, updating official documents, writing letters of support for our partner 

organizations, and providing guidance to our CWMA Coordinator.  

Newly installed boot brush and sign 
at the Weldon Wagon trailhead.                                                 

Photo by: Marty Hudson 

https://columbiagorgecwma.org/2021-isepworkshop/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/2021-isepworkshop/
https://columbiagorgecwma.org/clean-your-boots/
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This year, two new members were elected to the Steering Committee and one of them was elected as 

a co-chair. Adding new energy to the Steering Committee has sparked fresh ideas that support the progression 

of collaborative weed management. Many thanks to our devoted Steering Committee and the work they do to 

make the CWMA successful! 

Education & Outreach Committee  

The Education and Outreach Committee exists to coordinate outreach opportunities and educational events 

for our CWMA members, partners, and interested public residents. The committee is responsible for planning 

events, hosting public committee meetings, updating and 

creating educational materials, and brainstorming new 

ways to engage communities in our collaborative weed 

management efforts. 

 This year, the committee helped co-host the 10th 

annual Invasive Species and Exotic Pest Workshop, our first 

virtual webinar conference, where experts presented on 

the latest research and findings in invasive species 

management. Shortly after the event, the committee 

switched gears and decided to host an outreach campaign 

in place of our annual in-person Boot Brush Kick-Off. The 

campaign received great traction and our message 

travelled beyond our CWMA network. To protect the 

safety of our partners, the committee decided to cancel the 

annual Field Day event again due to the unprecedented 

effects of COVID-19, but we are hopeful to host it in 2022! The committee has continued to brainstorm ways to 

keep content engaging and informative for our group during these socially distant times. The committee continues 

to make updates to the CWMA website and will look for opportunities to make it more useful and accessible to 

weed practitioners as well as the public.  

General Meetings 

Our General Meetings allow our partners to connect with one another to discuss the latest news in weed 

management and share updates on their respective programs to keep our partners engaged in regional weed 

control efforts. Our quarterly meetings are typically hosted in Hood River, but our group had to adapt to the 

new COVID-19 lifestyle and utilize the CWMA’s teleconference platform, GoToMeeting, for all our meetings. 

Despite the social distancing protocols, we saw consistent attendance during our General Meetings with over 

120 participants, including new attendees that were able to join from outside of our CWMA boundaries.  

 To keep content engaging during our remote meetings, we invited speakers to share information on 

relevant invasive species management topics. Carol Black (Washington State University) gave our group a 

fascinating presentation on herbicide safety procedures and the proper way to measure pesticides. During our 

spring meeting, Angie Kimpo (Portland Water Bureau) gave an overview of invasive species management in 

the Bull Run Watershed Management Area. One of our speakers who lost connection during the Invasive Species 

& Exotic Pest Workshop, Blaine Parker (Columbia River Inter-tribal Fish Commission), was able to give his 

presentation on flowering rush and northern pike at our fall meeting. Although these times are strange for us 

all, we are grateful for the ability to continue collaboration with our partners through remote meetings. 

Supplies ordered to fix up the Columbia Gorge 
boot brush stations.                                         

Photo by: Emily Stevenson 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 

The Columbia Gorge CWMA operates through the generous support of its member organizations. Member 

organizations provide both financial and volunteer contributions to support the goals and mission of the 

CWMA.   

Over the last few years, the 4-County CWMA has been actively seeking additional funding from our CWMA 

partners to increase the staff time available for our CWMA Coordinator from a quarter-time to a half-time 

position. This effort has led to a notable increase in partner funding in recent years. Unfortunately, this annual 

surplus is still shy of the target threshold needed for this transition.   

As a result, the Columbia Gorge CWMA has sought to reinvest surplus resources toward weed control 

practices that improve conditions within the Columbia Gorge CWMA. This past year the CWMA funded the 

repair and maintenance of boot brush stations throughout the Columbia Gorge as part of our Boot Brush Kick-

Off campaign, targeting recreationists.   

In addition, the Columbia Gorge CWMA is planning a limited duration, small grant initiative, to enhance 

projects underway within the CWMA. Preliminary planning for this effort is nearing completion, and project 

work is anticipated for the coming season. This approach will allow us to improve current conditions within the 

CWMA, as we also continue toward our ultimate goal of increasing our coordinator time. 

The monetary resources to fund our coordinator position and 

other CWMA-led activities in the past fiscal year 2020-2021 were 

provided by the following member organizations: 

• Bureau of Land Management—Northwest Oregon District 

• Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District  

• East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District 

• Friends of Columbia Gorge 

• Oregon Parks and Recreation Department 

• Skamania County Noxious Weed Control Program 

• US Forest Service—Gifford Pinchot National Forest 

• US Forest Service—Mt. Hood National Forest 

 
The volunteer participation by CWMA members is also significant 

and diverse. Despite the many challenges posed by the ongoing 

threat from COVID-19 and its variants, and the cancellation of in-

person events and meetings, the Columbia Gorge CWMA members organizations have been able to continue 

supporting each other through our online and remote collaborative efforts.   

In the past year, the Columbia Gorge CWMA documented 330 hours of volunteer time from a multitude of 

member organizations. Many more hours have also been spent in correspondence, planning events and meeting, 

and developing projects on behalf of the CWMA went undocumented. The support for the CWMA by its 

members is significant and much appreciated! 

Overall, the Columbia Gorge CWMA has a robust and diverse funding base. We are fortunate to have 

such broad regional support for this organization. Thank you to all of our contributing organizations and 

members...                             

We simply couldn’t do it without you !  

Cash 
Contributions, 

$22,320

Member 
Participation, 

$9,432

Total Contributions: 
$31,752
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This report was collaboratively curated by our Coordinator, Steering Committee, and partners. 

2021 STEERING COMMITTEE MEMBERS 

Steering Committee Co-Chairs 

Angie Kimpo (Portland Water Bureau)  

Emily Stevenson (Skamania County Noxious Weed Control Program) 

 

Oregon Representatives  

Lucas Nipp (East Multnomah Soil and Water Conservation District)  

Angie Kimpo (Portland Water Bureau)  

 

Washington Representatives  

Emily Stevenson (Skamania County Noxious Weed Control Program) 

Marty Hudson (Klickitat County Noxious Weed Control Board) 

  

At-Large Representatives 

Kate Conley (Columbia Land Trust) 

Christina Mead (US Forest Service—Mt. Hood National Forest) 

 

Fiscal Administrator  

Sam Leininger (Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District)  

 

Western Invasives Network Coordinator  

Troy Abercrombie (Western Invasives Network) 

 

COLUMBIA GORGE CWMA COORDINATOR 

Courtney Gattuso (Clackamas Soil and Water Conservation District)  

503-998-3458 
columbiagorgecwma@gmail.com 
22055 S Beavercreek Road, Beavercreek, OR 97004 


